The Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers
Members of U.K Institutions of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Structural, and Building Service Engineers, B.C., Yukon, Washington &Alaska

2015 Annual General Meeting - 5:00 pm Jan 28
The Annual General Meeting for Members of the Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers took place on Wednesday January
29 at the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, 3811 Point Grey Road, Vancouver, B.C. The meeting commenced at 5:20 p.m. and
adjourned at 6:05, followed at 7:00 p.m. by a Dinner Reception.

MINUTES OF MEETING
1.

Secretary George De Ridder (ISTructE) opened the meeting at 5:20 pm by welcoming the twelve attendees.
The Attendence List was signed by: Marina LI (ICE, Hon Treasurer); George De Ridder (IStructE, Hon
Secretary); Arul Raja (IET); Matthew Walton-Knight (ICE rep.); Chris Richardson (IET); David Harvey (IStructE
rep, Vice Chair); Kris Gadareh (IMechE rep); Alan Kay (ICE); Alan Wood (IET); Douglas Yee (ICE); John Collings
(ICE); Suresh Vishwakarma (IET)

2.

Adoption of the 2015 Agenda: The Agenda was adopted without changes or additions.

3.

Approval of Minutes of the last AGM held on January 29, 2014, Appendix A to the Agenda.
The Minutes were approved on proposal of Arul Raja and Seconded by Matthew Walton-Knight, and thus
carried.
Matters arising from the Minutes

4.

4.1 Constitutional Amendments (Refer AGM 2014 Minutes, item 4.1) have been incorporated in the
Constitution document, and is available on out web site.
5.

Reports of the Group Officers:
a) Chairman’s Report authored by Andrzej Nawrocki (Chair) was presented absentia by George De
Ridder; Appendix C
Discussion: non carried to Minutes
b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report was presented by Marina Li; Appendix D
Discussion: nothing carried to Minutes
c) Hon Secretary’s Report was presented by George de Ridder; Appendix E
Discussion: Request from Chris Richardson to render the website more accessible to smart phones
d) Technical Program Report was presented by George de Ridder; Appendix F
Discussion: nothing carried to Minutes
At this stage the chair was handed to David Harvey (IStructE)

6.

Adoption of the Group Officers’ reports: Following questions and discussion, all the reports were
accepted unanimously, on proposal by Matthew Walton-Knight and seconded by Arul Raja.

7.
8.

Matters arising from the Group Officers’ Reports: No discussion carried to the Minutes.
Nomination for the Election of the 2014 Group Committee:
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The Chairman’s Nomination slate as per Appendix G were all approved unanimously and moved on proposal by
Matthew Walton-Knight and seconded by Chris Richardson.
9.

Selection of Audit Committee for 2014. Mr. David Crook and Mr. Roger Nathan were re-elected unanimously as
auditors of the 2015 financial year, so moved on proposal by Bob Martin and seconded by Matthew Walton-Knight.

10.

Other Business:
10.1 Approval of expense claims – refer Agenda page 2
The meeting unanimously approved payment of all claims amounting to $818.28 so moved on proposal by David Harvey
and seconded by Matthew Walton-Knight.
10.2
The meeting unanimously approved payment of all expenses for the AGM meeting and dinner
arrangements at the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club amounting up to $5,000 so moved on proposal by Arul
raja and seconded by Matthew Walton-Knight. The expense will be off-set by income from payments by
members to attend the dinner, expectedly 41 @ $60 per person.
10.3
UBC awards – Thank-you letters were received from two student recipients and a corporate letter of
acknowledgment from the Awards Directory UBC for the awarding of $1,500 to three students for the 2013/2014 winter
academic session. The in-coming Committee is referred to the Minutes of March 2014 Committee Meeting for review and
decision about 2015 pledges to this fund.
11
Motion to Adjourn: on proposal by Bob Martin and seconded by David Harvey the Meeting adjourned at 6:10 pm

APPENDIX AA – Summary of KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY ROBIN SILVESTER C.ENG P.ENG Jan 28, 2015
OVERVIEW OF PORT METRO VANCOUVER, Facilitating Our Nations Trade.
As the CEO of Port Metro Vancouver (PMV) Mr. Robin Silvester explained the mission of PMV under its
Federal mandate is to lead the growth of Canada’s Pacific gateway to the well-being of Canadians by
connecting Canada with the global economy. Under a New Canada Building Plan of $53B over 10 years started
in 2014, the key objectives are provisioning of safe and environmentally sustainable marine infrastructure vital
to the supply chain .in a financially self-sufficient manner. Supply chain components include labour, trains,
trucking, vessels and terminals. A Smart Fleet GPS-based tracking system for trucks has been implemented to
track the movement of truck cargo anywhere in Canada in real time.
The Vancouver Port is Canada’s largest and the fourth largest port in North America. Daily twenty percent of
Canada’s international trade with 160 countries flows through, worth $500M/day while supporting 100,000 jobs
in Canada. Almost half of the trade is with Asia-Pacific countries.
The PMV invested in development of the operating regional capacity, notably the following major capital
projects around the lower mainland:
Regional federal road network: Port Mann Bridge and South Fraser Perimeter road ($5B) and replacement of
the Massey Tunnel at $1B.
Major trade areas being upgraded currently at $700M include six projects on the North Shore and two on the
South Shore of the Burrard inlet. In the south-west upgrades include Deltaport Third Berth and the Robert
Banks trade area.
Future investments on the table include the Fraser River Rail capacity and the Roberts Bank Terminal 2.
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The PMV also invests in related private sector expansions. Along the shores of the Burrard investments are
made in a number of private projects, including Seaspan, Neptune, Richardson-International and others at a total
of near $1.2B. Along the Fraser River six companies including the Vancouver Airport Fuel Delivery Project
attracted investment exceeding $0.5B. Roberts Bank T2 private sector investment is in the order of $2 to $3B.
Mr. Silvester continued with an overview of projects, referring to projected container traffic growth up to 2030.
The Low-Case Throughput is 6 Million TEUs and the High Case is estimated at 8.5M TEU. Noteworthy are
The Roberts Bank terminal 2 future project. For 2.4 M TEUs, construction to commence in 2017 and
completion by 2024.
About environmental issues of marine and river developments Mr. Silvester emphasized that sustainable
environmental protection is of critical priority. As an example he referred to the very successful salt marsh
restoration along Boundary Bay. The need to balance efficient port operations with community concerns is fully
recognized by PMV.
The event was attended by 43 members and guests.
Slides including diagrams and pictures of various projects are posted on our website www.wcgce/pastevents
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The Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers
Members of U.K Institutions of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Structural, and Building Service Engineers, B.C., Yukon, Washington &Alaska

2015 Annual General Meeting - APPENDIX C
CHAIRMAN’s REPORT
The 2014 was another busy year for the Committee. Last year, we have had a well attended and eclectic
technical program with topics ranging from earthquakes to ecology and energy issues to building design.
The 2014 technical program was successfully managed by group’s Honorary Secretary, George De
Ridder. This was a second year that two of our technical meetings were organized together with the
local chapter of ASME. Both of these meeting were very well attended by members of both
organizations. I’m pleased to see that our good relationship with the local chapter of ASME continues to
bring mutual benefits to both organizations. I hope that we will continue to maintain this tradition and
keep working together in the future.
The Committee is delighted with our new venue for technical meetings. The Accent Inns on Boundary
Road is easy to get to by a car or transit. Parking is free and plentiful and Skytrain station is just few
minutes’ walk away.
The group enters 2015 with sufficient funds to continue its operations and provide relevant and high
quality services for the members. The strategy, we adopted in 2013, to eliminate cost of printing hard
copies of the group newsletter and provide regular communication from the Committee through e-mails
instead, paid off. Both Chris Richardson and George De Ridder worked together on compiling and
editing digital editions of group’s newsletters throughout the year.
Our Honorary Treasurer, Marina Li kept excellent records of our financial transactions throughout the
year. The details of the group spending and income are presented in her report. The financial audit has
confirmed that our records are accurate and correctly represent our financial position.
During November, your committee, in a special working session organized by Matthew WaltonKnight discussed and re-evaluated group’s vision and strategic objectives for the next few years. The
services we provide to you, our members, were reviewed. We put a lot of emphasis on how these
services can be improved and especially how they can be adapted to the needs of our newer “social
media savvy” younger members.
My term as the chairman of the WCGCE is coming to the end. I would like to take this opportunity and
thank all members of the 2014 Committee for their hard work, generating interesting ideas and
perseverance in carrying forward these ideas. We have had another successful year!
Andrzej Nawrocki, C.Eng., MIET, PMP
WCGCE Chairman
Date: January 22nd, 2015
The vision of the WCGCE is to deliver inspirational and collaborative engineering meetings
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The Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers
Members of U.K Institutions of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Structural, and Building Service Engineers, B.C., Yukon, Washington &Alaska

2015 Annual General Meeting - APPENDIX D
HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT 2014
The Financial Profit and Loss Statement from January 1 st to December 31st, 2014 forms part of this financial
report.
The Financial Statement is a consolidated summary of the General Ledger. The Ledger includes all entries for
payments made by cheques for invoices received by the Honorary Treasurer and approved by the WCGCE
Committee 2014. The Ledger also includes Grants received from UK parent institutions, Revenue generated from
the 2013 AGM ticket sales, BBQ ticket sales, contributions from other institutions for joint Technical Meetings,
interest earned on current balance held in the bank account, and interest earned on Term Deposit. All Ledger
entries have been balanced at the end of each month against the monthly bank statements.
The 2014 Audit Committee, comprises Mr. David Crook and Mr. Roger Nathan, having examined the Ledger
against all Vouchers, Invoices, and Grants representing 2014 transactions, deemed the financial position of the
Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers to be correct. The Audit Committee approved the Financial
Statement on January 13, 2015.
Balance as of December 31, 2014:
Cashable Term Deposit #1 at 1.30%
Vancity Community Account
Total Checking/Savings

$5,000.00
$19,163.69
$24,163.69

Comparison of 2014 and 2013 incomes show a significant increase of about 47% with respect to 2013. It should
be noted that a significant portion of the 2013 Grants (in the amount of $11,534.50) was paid in January 2014.
However, the final payment of the 2014 Grants from the parent institutions in the amount of $8,013.00 was not
received at the time of preparing this report. The income earned from the 2014 AGM ticket sales and BBQ tickets
sales including a contribution from the ASME/SEABC towards a joint Technical Meeting were reduced by
approximately 13% with respect to 2013. The income earned from bank interest was lower as the bank interest
was lower for 2014 with respect to 2013.
The overall spending in 2014 was significantly reduced by approximately 37% compared with 2013. This is
attributed to the following:
1. Administration costs including support for preparing and editing the “Challenge” newsletters were
significantly reduced by approximately 52% with respect to 2013 due to the production of the newsletter
being published as shorter articles on a regular basis via the WCGCE website (prepared by the Honorary
Secretary) in place of bi-annual newsletters.
2. Payment for the 2013 UBC awards in the amount of $1,500.00 was made in April 2014 following
consultation with the WCGCE Committee. The Committee further deliberated whether further
contributions should be made to the UBC awards and whether contributions should considered for other
similar awards. The annual budget for the UBC awards in previous years was $3,000.00.
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3. Adopting the strategy initially implemented in April 2013, communication with Members has been
through the dedicated WCGCE website and through digitized notices, newsletters and emails. The
communication expenses (including printing and postage costs) have significantly decreased by
approximately 96% with respect to 2013.
4. Due to delayed receipt of invoices for 2013, payments for 2013 and 2014 liability insurances ($1,354.00
for 2013 and $1,368.00 for 2014) occurred in January and December 2013, respectively. Payment for
2015 liability insurance ($1,382.00) was made in December 2014. A reduction of approximately 49% in
costs associated with liability insurances with respect to 2013 was therefore noted.

Comparison of 2013 and 2014 Income and Expenses:
2013

2014

Grants (From ICE/IET/IMechE)
AGM & BBQ Ticket Sales
Bank Interest
Other Deposits
Total Income

$14,982.00
$2,600.00
$108.00
$277.18
$17,967.18

$22,091.50
$2,160.00
$24.72
$407.87
$24,684.09

Note 1

Expenses
Administration
Awards
Communication with Members
Liability Insurance
Presented Honorarium and Expenses
Technical/Business Meetings
GST/PST/HST
Total Expenses

$6,389.10
$3,000.00
$2,676.03
$2,722.00
$559.36
$8,851.83
$835.81
$25,034.15

$3,094.61
$1,500.00
$107.47
$1,382.00
$300.00
$9,014.34
$296.46
$15,694.88

Note 3
Note 4
Note 5
Note 6

Net Income

-$7,066.97

$8,989.21

Income

Note 2

Note 7

Notes:
1. The Grants received in 2014 included $11,534.50 for 2013 funds, $9,987.00 for 2014 funds and $570.00
for BBQ ticket sales contribution. The remaining Grants for 2014, in the amount of $8,013.00 were not
received at the time of preparing this report.
2. Income from other deposits consisted of contributions from ASME/SEABC towards a joint Technical
Meeting held on September 17, 2014, in the amount of $323.05, and bank interests transferred from the
cashable account, in the amount of $84.82.
3. As indicated earlier in this report, substantial savings were made for administration costs due to the
production of the “Challenge” newsletters being revised to shorter articles published digitally on a regular
basis.
4. As indicated earlier in this report, a reduced payment of $1,500.00 for the 2013 UBC awards was
approved by the WCGCE Committee, following consultation in 2014.
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5. As indicated earlier in this report, due to the digitization of notices and newsletters, and electronic
communication with Members, substantial savings associated with printing and postage costs were
realized in 2014. The remaining communication costs for 2014 were associated with a one-off transfer
fee for the WCGCE website domain and six-month website maintenance fees.
6. As indicated earlier in this report, an annual payment was made for the 2015 liability insurance in
December 2014.
7. Disbursements for Technical/Business Meetings marginally increased by about 2% in 2014 with respect
to 2013 due to additional costs associated with gift cards presented to the 2014 AGM speakers (in the
amount of $200.00).

The above graph depicts Income, Expenses, and Cash flow trends between 2008 and 2014. With the exception of
2014, the general trend since 2008 indicates a steady decline in the amount of Cash in the Bank, which was
concurrent with the general decline in the Annual Income received. The amount of Cash in the Bank for 2014
was significantly higher compared with previous years due to an increase in funds received (combination of funds
for 2013 that was given in January 2014 and partial funds for 2014), as well as a significant reduction in expenses.
During the same period, the general trend of the expenses has been declining with the exception of 2013. It
should be noted that the WCGCE has continued to adopt strategies that were initially implemented in mid-2013
for reducing expenditures in 2015 without reducing services to Members. The strategies implemented include
maintaining the WCGCE website and continuing to digitize notices, newsletters and regular reports instead of
posting printed documents, as well as preparing shorter regular newsletter articles in place of bi-annual
newsletters.
The group enters 2015 with sufficient funds to continue operations for another year.
I would like to take this opportunity to that the Audit Committee comprising of Mr. David Crook and Mr. Roger
Nathan for their participation in the financial audit, as well as the WCGCE Chair, Mr. Andrzej Nawrocki and the
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WCGCE Honorary Secretary, Mr. George De Ridder for their review of the financial statements and the financial
report.
Prepared by:
Marina S.W. Li, C.Eng., MICE, P.Eng.
WCGCE Honorary Treasurer

Date: 14 January, 2015
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The Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers
Members of U.K Institutions of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Structural, and Building Service Engineers, B.C., Yukon, Washington &Alaska

E

2015 Annual General Meeting - APPENDIX E
Hon SECRETARY’s REPORT
Membership Data Base
Membership breakdown at December 31 2015:
WCGCE - MEMBERS JANUARY 2015
2015
AREA
BC LM
BC other
SUBTOTAL BC
YUKON
WASHINGTON
ALASKA
TOTAL
Variation -> 2014

ICE
166
50
216
0
0
0
216
0

IMECHE IET
ISTRUCTE CIBSE
92
260
122
29
38
50
17
0
130
310
139
29
0
0
1
0
37
0
13
0
2
0
0
1
169
310
153
30
-1

-1

-2

-1

TOTAL
check
669
155
824
824
1
50
3
878
878
-5

Notes
1. The data base is updated ongoing from communications with local members or acquaintances,
for example recording deceased members and address changes. The numbers may not be spot
accurate, because they are based on available data as received from the London institutions from
time-to-time. Only IstructE have provided current lists during the last quarter. Apparently some
institutions can’t provide name lists broken out for the WCGCE geographical areas and we have
to rely on local communications with members. Our administrative assistant, Carine De Ridder,
tracks email addresses that return as ‘undeliverable’ on notices of technical events that are
emailed.
2. The Hon Secretary requests members to notify him as soon as possible of any changes in status
of address and membership.
Correspondence of Group
i)
London: Email correspondence was conducted regarding budget and money tranche
business through Mary Weeks, International Member Development Coordinator on behalf of
all the institutions; Mary works through the office of IMechE
ii)
UBC: We received a report from the Awards Coordinator at UBC on the three award
recipients of the 2013-14 term (See Appendix E-1 attached). Three students received $500
each from our $1,500 pledge.
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iii)

Newsletter: The group published three Newsletters replacing the ChallENGe during
2013. The letters are edited by Chris Richardson and content provides short summaries of
presentations at all the technical meetings. Newsletters can be read on our website
www.wcgce.org
iv)
Website: Our new website has been received very well; it is regularly kept up-to-date
with notices and reports of events, portraying a positive the face of the Group activities.
Members can link to all the Institutions and local professional bodies, browse past events and
future events, and contact the Committee. The web site is under direction of the Hon
Secretary with assistance from an independent contractor (Stephen Pienaar) to manage the
day-to-day upkeep of the site. During April we switched from Geohost to Anno Internet Ltd
for web hosting and domain services.
Committee Meetings
The Committee convened formally six times during 2014. Meetings were conducted with a quorum in
attendance and lead by the Chairman Andrzej Nawrocki (IET). An Agenda and Previous Minutes were
distributed in advance of meetings, and the written Minutes were tabled for review and acceptance at the
following meeting. All approved Minutes are available on request.
Technical Meetings
Six Technical meetings were presented usually following the Committee meetings directly on the same
evening at 7 pm. Meetings were open to all members, guests and the public. An honorarium of $100 was
presented to invited speakers. See APPENDIX F for a detailed report on this program.
Insurance
Liability insurance was contracted through Park Insurance Vancouver.

George de Ridder, C.Eng FIStructE, Hon Secretary wcgce.
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The Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers
Members of U.K Institutions of Civil, Mechanical, Electrical, Structural, and Building Service Engineers, B.C., Yukon, Washington &Alaska

2015 Annual General Meeting - APPENDIX F
REPORT ON TECHNICAL PROGRAM 2014
Technical Events – Presentations (schedule on p. 2)
The Committee presented six events during 2014 attended by 228 persons, including the AGM in
January.
A balanced range of interesting subjects were presented, all of relevance to the spread of engineering
disciplines represented by the Group. The quality of content and presentation skills were without
exception most satisfactory and entertaining, often with lively participations from the floor.
One topic was on philosophy of engineering approach, two events discussed technical topics and one
event was on energy options related to environmental science and issues
On the social side, there were two events: annual dinner following the AGM in January; and the garden
barbeque held jointly with APEG-Sea-To-Sky in July. Guest speakers at the AGM include the President
of APEGBC, Mr. Mike Bapty as well as Ann English the CEO of APEGBC
Attendance of the technical program varies between 12 and 64. On average, 5% of our members
regularly attend the events, however two joint events with ASME (Dynamic Theatre Seating in
September) and the SEABC (Christchurch Earthquake presented in June) significantly increased
attendance to a peak of 64. These organizations have expressed enthusiasm for joint events and we look
forward to continue seeking for joint event opportunities.
An honorarium of $100 was presented to speakers, which some speakers have kindly donated to
WCGCE.
More content descriptions and graphic material of each event are available on our website
www.wcgce.org under Past Events, As well as in the quarterly NEWSLETTER
Venues
I order to accommodate more attendees, free convenient parking and suitable catering facilities it was
decided to use the meeting rooms at Accent Inns Burnaby at a cost similar to the Holiday Inn used for
years previously.

By George de Ridder, C.Eng FIStructE, Hon Secretary wcgce.
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WCGCE SCHEDULE FOR TECHNICAL MEETINGS 2014
Date

Venue

Jan-29 Wed 5:30 pm

Royal Vanc Yact Club

Mar-25 Tue 5:30 pm

Vancity Kingsway Bnby

June-11 Wedn 5:30 pm Accent Inns Burnaby
Jul-26 Sat 3:30 pm

West Vancouver

Sept 19 Wed 5:30 pm Accent Inns Burnaby
Nov-18 Tue 5:30 pm

Accent Inns Burnaby

Tech Meeting at 7 pm Subject

Presenter

AGM & Dinner : Olympics 2010/Mining BC Ann English & others

Status
Delivered

Attendees
Total
33

Holistic Engineering

Alan Kay

Delivered

12

Earthquake in Christchurch NZ

Prof Dr Ken Elwood

Delivered

64

BBQ with S2S-APEGBC

S2S-APEGBC

Delivered

33

Design of Theatre Motion Seating System

David Lo of Dynamic
Structures

Delivered

Energy Options & Efficiencies

Dr Mehrzat Tabatabaian

Delivered

Technical meetings commence 7:00 pm, following Committee Meeting at 5:30 pm; Note July 26 meeting starts 3:30 pm 20-Nov-14
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48
38
228

The Western Canada Group of Chartered Engineers
APPENDIX B
Nominations for the WCGCE 2015 Committee
January 28, 2015
Your present Group Committee retires on January 28 th, 2015. A new Committee will be
elected and will take office at the Group Annual General Meeting held at the Royal
Vancouver Yacht Club, Vancouver, B.C. on January 28 th 2015.
The following advance nominations have been received by a Nominating Committee
appointed by the Group Committee, from members willing to serve on the 2015
Committee:
Position Title
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Hon Secretary
Hon Treasurer

Officers
Matthew Walton-Knight (ICE)
David Harvey (IStrE)
George De Ridder (IStrE)
Marina Li (ICE)

Ordinary Members
Alan Kay (ICE)
Alan Wood (IMechE)
Andrzej Nawrocki (IET)
Arul Raja (IET)
Chris Richardson (IET)
Robert Martin (IMechE)
Timothy Ma (IET)

Additional nominations may be presented to the Nominating Committee at any time up to
the Annual General Meeting or from the floor during the Annual General Meeting. Any
member of a Sponsoring Institution may nominate a member of the Group who is willing
to serve. The Constitution requires the Group Officers and between 6 and 12 Ordinary
Members to be elected to the Group Committee, and that each Sponsoring Institution is
represented by a minimum of 2 members of the Committee. We are currently underrepresented by all institutions except IET members, and it would be appropriate if one or
more of each of the members of IMechE, ICE, IstructE and CIBSE were to be nominated
to the 2015 Committee.
The following are members of the 2015 Committee, having been appointed by the Group
Constitution and their respective Sponsoring Institutions to serve unelected.
Ex-Officio
A. Nawrocki
M. Walton-Knight
K. Gadareh
H. Clarke
D. Harvey

(IET)
(ICE)
(IMechE)
(IET)
(IStrE)

Past Chairman
ICE Correspondent
IMechE Correspondent
IET Professional Registration Advisor
I.Struct. E Representative
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